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(57) ABSTRACT

The stacked semiconductor device including a first chip, a
second chip positioned on the first chip, the second chip being
connected to a plurality of first penetration electrodes and
including a first memory and a memory controller that are
each controlled by the first chip, and a second memory posi-
tioned on the second chip and connected to a plurality of
second penetration electrodes and controlled by the memory
controller.
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FIG. 3
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START
Form an MB1 on CPU ——S11
\
Stack L1 cache on the MB1 ~— 512
\ J
Form the MB2 on the memory controller |~S13
Stack L2 cache on the MB2 —~—S14

END
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STACKED SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE AND
METHOD OF MANUFACTURING THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119(a)
from Korean Patent Application No. 10-2011-0000649 filed
on Jan. 4, 2011, the disclosure of which is hereby incorpo-
rated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

Example embodiments relate to integrated circuits (ICs),
and more particularly, to a stacked semiconductor device that
connects a central processing unit (CPU) to a memory via an
electrical vertical element, and a method of manufacturing
the same.

2. Description of the Related Art

Packaging of semiconductor ICs, e.g., memories, has been
continuously developed in order to satisfy a demand for min-
iaturization and improve mounting efficiency. As more com-
pact and high-performance electric/electronic products are in
demand, various techniques for stacking memories are being
developed.

Stacking of memories denotes a technique of vertically
stacking at least two memories. The stacked memories may
achieve a product with a memory capacity twice greater than
that of a product achieved by a single-layer memory and may
increase the efficiency of mounting area being used.
Examples of a package in which a plurality of semiconductor
chips are stacked include a stack-type semiconductor pack-
age in which a plurality of semiconductor chips or semicon-
ductor device packages are stacked.

SUMMARY

One or more embodiments provide a stacked semiconduc-
tor device including a relatively larger-sized cache and/or a
relatively larger-sized system memory without increasing a
chip area of a microprocessor, relative to conventional
devices.

One or more embodiments provide a stacked semiconduc-
tor device including a first chip, a second chip positioned on
the first chip, the second chip being connected to a plurality of
first penetration electrodes, and including a first memory and
a memory controller that are each controlled by the first chip,
and a second memory positioned on the second chip, the
second memory being connected to a plurality of second
penetration electrodes, and being controlled by the memory
controller.

The first chip may include a cache-less microprocessor, the
first memory may include an .1 cache, and the second
memory may include an L2 cache.

The cache-less microprocessor may include a plurality of
cores, and wherein the first memory may include a plurality of
L1 core caches respectively connected to the plurality of
cores and/or the plurality of first penetration electrodes via
the first penetration electrodes.

The first memory may include a cache.

The second memory may include a system memory.

The stacked semiconductor may further include a third
memory that is controlled by the memory controller via a
plurality of third penetration electrodes.

The third memory may include a flash memory and a solid
state drive (SSD) controller configured to control the flash
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memory, and the memory controller may be configured to
control the SSD controller via the plurality of third penetra-
tion electrodes.

The stacked semiconductor device may be a smart phone or
a solid state drive (SSD).

One or more embodiments provide a method of manufac-
turing a stacked semiconductor device, the method including
forming a first bump on an input/output pad of a first chip,
stacking a first penetration electrode of a second chip on the
first bump, forming a second bump on an exposed side of the
second chip, and stacking a second penetration electrode of a
third chip on the second bump.

The first side of the second chip may be opposite the second
side of the second chip.

The method may include forming a third bump on the third
chip, and stacking a third penetration electrode of a fourth
chip, on the third bump.

The first chip may include a cache-less microprocessor.

The second chip may include a cache on one side and a
memory controller on a second side thereof.

The cache may include an L1 cache, and the third chip
includes an L2 cache.

The one side of the second chip may include a cache, the
other side of the second chip includes a memory controller,
the third chip includes a system memory, and the fourth chip
includes a flash memory and a solid state drive (SSD) con-
troller for controlling the flash memory.

One or more embodiments provide a stacked semiconduc-
tor device, including a stacked structure including a first chip,
a second chip, a stack memory, and a plurality of penetration
electrodes connecting corresponding overlapping portions of
the first chip, the second chip and/or the stack memory to each
other.

A first group of the plurality of penetration electrodes may
extend across the second chip and a second group of the
plurality of penetration electrodes may extend across the
stack memory.

The plurality of penetration electrodes may connect to
corresponding ones of a plurality of conductive microbumps
respectively arranged between and electrically connected to
corresponding portions of the first chip and/or corresponding
ones of the plurality of first and second penetration elec-
trodes.

Conductive wires on a surface of the first chip may be
electrically connected to respective ones of the conductive
microbumps arranged on corresponding portions of the sur-
face of the first chip.

The second chip may be stacked between the first chip and
the stack memory in the stacked structure, the first chip may
include a memory controller, and the second chip may include
a memory and a stack memory controller, the memory being
controlled by the memory controller of the first chip and the
stack memory controller may be configured to control the
stack memory via a corresponding one of the plurality of
penetration electrodes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Features will become more apparent to those of ordinary
skill in the art by describing in detail exemplary embodiments
with reference to the attached drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a conceptual diagram of an exemplary
embodiment of exemplary layers of a stacked semiconductor
device;

FIG. 2 illustrates a conceptual diagram of a cross-section of
the stacked semiconductor device illustrated in FIG. 1;
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FIG. 3 illustrates a conceptual diagram of an exemplary
embodiment of a central processing unit (CPU), alevel-1 (L1)
cache, and a level-2 (1.2) cache of the stacked semiconductor
device illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 illustrates a flowchart of an exemplary embodiment
of a method of manufacturing the stacked semiconductor
device illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 illustrates a conceptual diagram of a stacked semi-
conductor device according to another exemplary embodi-
ment;

FIG. 6 illustrates a conceptual diagram of another exem-
plary embodiment of a stacked semiconductor device;

FIG. 7 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary embodi-
ment of a computer system including the stacked semicon-
ductor device illustrated in FIG. 1, 5 or 6;

FIG. 8 illustrates a block diagram of another exemplary
embodiment of a computer system including the stacked
semiconductor device illustrated in FIG. 1, 5 or 6;

FIG. 9 illustrates a block diagram of another exemplary
embodiment of a computer system including the stacked
semiconductor device illustrated in FIG. 1, 5 or 6;

FIG. 10 illustrates a block diagram of another exemplary
embodiment of a computer system including the stacked
semiconductor device illustrated in FIG. 1, 5 or 6; and

FIG. 11 illustrates a block diagram of another exemplary
embodiment of a computer system including the stacked
semiconductor device illustrated in FIG. 1, 5 or 6.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Korean Patent Application No. 10-2011-0000649, filed on
Jan. 4, 2011, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office, and
entitled: “Stacked Semiconductor Device and Method of
Manufacturing the Same,” is incorporated by reference herein
in its entirety.

Exemplary embodiments now will be described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings.
The exemplary embodiments may, however, be embodied in
many different forms and should not be construed as limited
to the embodiments set forth herein. Rather, these embodi-
ments are provided so that this disclosure will be thorough
and complete. In the drawings, the size and relative sizes of
layers and regions may be exaggerated for clarity. Like num-
bers refer to like elements throughout.

It will be understood that when an element is referred to as
being “connected” or “coupled” to another element, it can be
directly connected or coupled to the other element or inter-
vening elements may be present. In contrast, when an element
is referred to as being “directly connected” or “directly
coupled” to another element, there are no intervening ele-
ments present. As used herein, the term “and/or” includes any
and all combinations of one or more of the associated listed
items and may be abbreviated as /.

It will be understood that, although the terms first, second,
etc. may be used herein to describe various elements, these
elements should not be limited by these terms. These terms
are only used to distinguish one element from another. For
example, a first signal could be termed a second signal, and,
similarly, a second signal could be termed a first signal with-
out departing from the teachings of the disclosure.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting. As used herein, the singular forms “a”, “an” and
“the” are intended to include the plural forms as well, unless
the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be further
understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “comprising,”
or “includes” and/or “including” when used in this specifica-
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tion, specity the presence of stated features, regions, integers,
steps, operations, elements, and/or components, but do not
preclude the presence or addition of one or more other fea-
tures, regions, integers, steps, operations, elements, compo-
nents, and/or groups thereof.

Unless otherwise defined, all terms (including technical
and scientific terms) used herein have the same meaning as
commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to
which the exemplary embodiments belong. It will be further
understood that terms, such as those defined in commonly
used dictionaries, should be interpreted as having a meaning
that is consistent with their meaning in the context of the
relevant art and/or the present application, and will not be
interpreted in an idealized or overly formal sense unless
expressly so defined herein.

FIG. 1 illustrates a conceptual diagram of an exemplary
embodiment of layers a stacked semiconductor device 100.
Referring to FIG. 1, the stacked semiconductor device 100
may include a central processing unit (CPU) 10, an L1 cache
20, a memory controller (MC) 30, and an 1.2 cache 40.

Each of a plurality of Through Silicon Vias TSVs, TSV1,
TSV2, TSV3 may include a plurality of vias that penetrate
silicon (e.g., a chip or a die). In one or more embodiments, a
TSV may be an example of a penetration electrode or an
electrical vertical element. Each of the first through third
TSVsTSV1, TSV2, TSV3 may connect a plurality of circuits
of a plurality of chips to one another. Corresponding ones of
the first through third TSVs TSV1, TSV2, TSV3 may be
respectively connected to each other via solder balls or
microbumps MB.

The CPU 10 may notinclude a cache. One or more embodi-
ments employing the CPU 10 may enable a size ofa chip to be
decreased and/or a number of cores to be increased within a
same or smaller size surface area. A plurality of first
microbumps MB1 may be formed on an upper surface of the
CPU 10 to which the L1 cache 20 may be connected. The [.1
cache 20 may be stacked on the upper surface of the CPU 10.
The first TSV TSV1 of the L1 cache 20 may be connected to
a corresponding one of the first microbumps MB1.

The CPU 10 may directly control the .1 cache 20 via the
first TSV TSV1. Connections between the CPU 10 and the L1
cache 20 will be described in detail below with reference to
FIG. 3.

The MC 30 may be installed on the same chip where the [.1
cache 20 is installed. The MC 30 may control the [.2 cache 40.
The CPU 10 may further include a main memory controller
(MMC) for controlling the MC 30.

The MC 30 may control the 1.2 cache 40 via a fast serial
input/output interface. Examples of the serial input/output
interface may include Serial Advanced Technology Attach-
ment (S-ATA), Serial Attached SCSI (SAS), and the like. The
SCSI stands for Small Computer System Interface. The MC
30 is connected to the L2 cache 40 via the second TSV TSV2
in a serial input/output below with reference to FIG. 3.

Ifa system memory or a large-capacity removable memory
is further included in addition to the L2 cache 40, the MC 30
may control the [.2 cache 40 and the system memory or the
large-capacity removable memory. An exemplary stacked
semiconductor device further including a system memory or
a large-capacity removable memory will be described in
detail below with reference to FIG. 5 or 6.

The L2 cache 40 may include one or more chips, e.g., may
be implemented with a single chip or a plurality of chips.
More particularly, the [.2 cache 40 may include several chips
in order to increase the memory capacity or memory size of
the L2 cache 40. Connection between the CPU 10 and the L1
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cache 20 via the first TSV TSV1 will be described in detail
below with reference to FIG. 2.

FIG. 2 illustrates a conceptual diagram of a cross-section of
the stacked semiconductor device 100 illustrated in FIG. 1.
More particularly, FIG. 1 is a conceptual diagram of exem-
plary layers employable in a stacked semiconductor device
100, and FIG. 2 illustrates a conceptual cross-sectional dia-
gram of the stacked semiconductor device 100 in a stacked
state.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the CPU 10 may be stacked on
anupper surface of a metal layer ML.. The metal layer ML and
the CPU 10 may be connected together by solder balls or
microbumps. Ball grids may be formed on a bottom surface of
the metal layer ML. The ball grids may be implemented using
solder balls or the like. The CPU 10 may be connected to a
substrate via the ball grids.

The MC 30 and the L1 cache 20 may be stacked on the
upper surface of the CPU 10. The cross-sectional view of FIG.
2 is relative to line I-1 of FIG. 1.

Referring to FI1G. 2, the CPU 10 may include the MMC for
controlling the MC 30. The first microbump MB1 to be con-
nected to the first TSV TSV1 of the MC 30 may be formed on
an upper end of the MMC. The first TSV TSV1 of the MC 30
may be stacked on the first microbump MB1. Referring to
FIG. 2, the MMC may be connected to the MC 30.

A second microbump MB2 to be connected to the second
TSV TSV2ofthe.2 cache 40 may be formed on an upperend
of'the MC 30. The second TSV TSV2 of the L2 cache 40 may
be stacked on the second microbump MB2. Referring to FI1G.
2, the MC 30 may be connected to the [.2 cache 40.

FIG. 3 illustrates a conceptual diagram of the CPU 10, the
L1 cache 20, and the L2 cache 40 illustrated in FIG. 1, in
greater detail.

In one or more embodiments, the CPU 10 may include one
or more cores. For example, as shown in FIG. 3, the CPU 10
may include sixteen cores corel through core16. The CPU 10
may include the MMC for controlling the MC 30. The MMC
may be connected to the MC 30 via the connection between
the first TSV TSV1 and the first microbump MBI1.

The L1 cache 20 may include sixteen L1 core caches
L.1_01 through [.1_16 which are respectively connected to
the sixteen cores corel through corel6. The 16 cores corel
through core may be connected to the sixteen [.1 core caches
L1_01 through [.1_16, respectively, via the first TSV TSV1.
The sixteen cores corel through corel 6 control the sixteen [.1
core caches [.1_01 through [.1_16, respectively, to which the
sixteen cores corel through corel6 are connected via the first
TSV TSV1.

The 1.2 cache 40 may include sixteen banks BK_01
through BK_16. The MC 30 may control the 16 banks BK_01
through BK_16 to which the MC 30 is connected via the
second TSV TSV2. The sixteen cores corel through corel6
may share the L2 cache 40 including the 16 banks BK_01
through BK_16.

FIG. 4 illustrates a flowchart of an exemplary embodiment
of a method of manufacturing the stacked semiconductor
device 100 illustrated in FIG. 1. Referring to FIGS. 1 and 4,
the first microbump MB1 may be formed on the CPU 10 and
the MMC (S11). The first microbump MB1 may be formed on
alocation of the CPU 10 and the MMC that faces the first TSV
TSV1 ofthe L1 cache 20 and the MC 30. The first TSV TSV1
of'the L1 cache 20 and the MC 30 may then be stacked on the
first microbump MB1 (S12).

The second microbump MB2 is formed on the MC 30
(S813). The second microbump MB2 may be formed on a
location of the MC 30 that faces the second TSV TSV2 of the
L2 cache 40. The [.2 cache 40 may then be stacked on the
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second microbump MB2 (S14). In embodiments in which the
L2 cache 40 is includes n layers and/or, e.g., a system memory
or a large-capacity removable memory is further included in
addition to the [.2 cache 40 in order to increase the memory
capacity or memory size of the [.2 cache 40, respective n
microbump MBn, e.g., a third microbump MB3, may be
formed on an upper portion of each respective layer of the [.2
cache 40.

FIG. 5 illustrates a conceptual diagram of a stacked semi-
conductor device 200 according to another exemplary
embodiment. In general, only differences between the
stacked semiconductor device 100 of FIG. 1 and the stacked
semiconductor device 200 of FIG. 5 will be described below.
The stacked semiconductor device 200 further includes a
system memory in addition to a cache. A dynamic random
access memory (DRAM) is illustrated as an example of the
system memory.

Referring to FIG. 5, the stacked semiconductor device 200
may include a CPU 210, a cache 220, a memory controller
(MC) 230, and a DRAM 240.

The CPU 210 may not include a cache. The CPU 210 may
enable a size of a chip to be decreased and/or a number of
cores to be increased. The cache 220 may include only an [.1
cache, include some of L1 or L2 caches, etc. A first
microbump MB1a may be formed on an upper surface of the
CPU 210 to which the cache 220 is connected. The cache 220
may be stacked on the upper surface of the CPU 210. The
cache 220 may include a first TSV TSV1a. The first TSV
TSV1a of the cache 220 may be connected to the first
microbump MB1la. The CPU 210 may directly control the
cache 220 via the first TSV TSV1a.

The MC 230 may be on the same chip where the cache 220
is installed. The MC 230 may control the DRAM 240. The
CPU 210 may further include an MMC for controlling the
MC 230. The MC 230 may control the DRAM 240 via a fast
serial input/output interface. The MC 230 may be connected
to the DRAM 240 via a second TSV TSV2a in a serial
input/output manner.

The DRAM 240 may be used as a system memory of the
CPU 210. In one or more embodiments, the DRAM 240 may
be implemented using one or more chips. More particularly,
e.g., in the exemplary embodiment of FIG. 5, the DRAM 240
includes a plurality of chips in order to increase the memory
capacity or memory size of the DRAM 240. The MC 230 may
control the DRAM 240 to which the MC 230 is connected via
the second TSV TSV2a. One or more embodiments of the
stacked semiconductor device 200 may increase the size of a
cache and the size of a system memory without increasing the
chip area of the CPU 210.

FIG. 6 illustrates a conceptual diagram of the stacked semi-
conductor device 300 according to another exemplary
embodiment. In general, only differences between the
stacked semiconductor device 200 of FIG. 5 and the stacked
semiconductor device 300 of FIG. 6 will be described below.
The stacked semiconductor device 300 may further include a
large-capacity memory in addition to a cache and/or a system
memory. The DRAM is illustrated as an example of the sys-
tem memory, and a solid state drive (SSD) is illustrated as an
example of the large-capacity memory.

Referring to FIG. 6, the stacked semiconductor device 300
may include a CPU 310, a cache 320, a memory controller
(MC) 330,a DRAM 340, an SSD controller (SSDC) 350, and
a flash memory 360.

The CPU 310 may not include a cache. The CPU 310 may
enable a size of a chip to be decreased and/or a number of
cores to be increased. The cache 320 may include only an [.1
cache or include only some of I.1 or L3 caches. A first
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microbump MB15b may be formed on an upper portion, e.g.,
upper surface, of the CPU 310 and the MMC to which the
cache 320 is connected. The cache 320 may be stacked on the
upper surface of the CPU 310. The cache 320 and the MC 330
may include a first TSV TSV15b. The first TSV TSV1b of the
cache 320 and the MMC may be connected to the first
microbump MB15b. The CPU 310 may directly control the
cache 320 via the first TSV TSV15.

The MC 330 may be installed on the same chip where the
cache 320 is installed. The MC 330 may control the DRAM
340. The CPU 310 may further include an MMC for control-
ling the MC 330. The MC 330 may control the DRAM 340 via
a fast serial input/output interface. The MC 330 may be con-
nected to the DRAM 340 via a second TSV TSV25 in a serial
input/output manner.

The DRAM 340 may be used as a system memory of the
CPU 310. In one or more embodiments, the DRAM 340 may
be implemented using one or more chips. More particularly,
e.g., in the exemplary embodiment of FIG. 6, the DRAM 340
includes a plurality of chips in order to increase the memory
capacity or memory size of the DRAM 340. The MC 330 may
control the DRAM 340 to which the MC 330 is connected via
the second TSV TSV25.

The SSD may include the SSDC 350 and the flash memory
360. The SSD may be a memory device that substitutes for a
magnetic disk device, i.e., hard disk drive (HDD), and may be
a large-capacity storage device of a computer system or a
portable apparatus that uses a flash memory which is a non-
volatile memory. The SSD may not be as advantageous as
magnetic disk devices in terms of a storage capacity or costs,
but may be advantageous as fast accessing, compactness, and
stability against impacts.

The SSD controller 350 may control the flash memory, i.e.,
NAND flash memory 360. Although the flash memory 360
may be implemented by using a single chip, a case where the
flash memory 360 is implemented by using several chips in
order to increase the memory capacity or memory size of the
flash memory 360 is illustrated. The MC 330 may access a
large-capacity memory via the control of the SSD controller
350. Accordingly, the stacked semiconductor device 300 may
increase sizes of the system memory and cache and/or may
further include a large-capacity memory, without increasing a
chip area of the CPU 310.

FIG. 7 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary embodi-
ment of a computer system 400 including the stacked semi-
conductor device 100, 200 or 300 illustrated in FIG. 1, 5 or 6.
Referring to FIG. 7, the computer system 400 including the
stacked semiconductor device 100, 200 or 300 may be imple-
mented using a cellular phone, a smart phone, tablet personal
computer (PC), a personal digital assistant (PDA), a portable
multimedia player (PMP), a wireless communication device,
etc.

The computer system 400 may include a memory device
410 and a memory controller (MC) 420 capable of controlling
an operation of the memory device 410. The MC 420 may
control a data access operation of the memory device 410,
e.g., a read operation, erase operation, or write operation,
under the control of the stacked semiconductor device, e.g.,
100.

The data stored in the memory device 410 may be dis-
played on a display 430 under the control of the stacked
semiconductor device 100 (200 or 300) and the MC 420. The
radio transceiver 440 may transmit or receive radio signals via
an antenna ANT. For example, the radio transceiver 440 may
change the radio signals received via the antenna ANT to
signals that can be processed by the stacked semiconductor
device 100. Accordingly, the stacked semiconductor device
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100 (200 or 300) may process the signals output from the
radio transceiver 440 and transmit the processed signals to the
MC 420 or the display 430. The MC 420 may store the signals
processed by the stacked semiconductor device 100 (200 or
300) in the memory device 410.

The radio transceiver 440 may also change the signals
output from the stacked semiconductor device 100 to radio
signals and output the radio signals to an external device via
the antenna ANT. An input device 450 may receive control
signals for controlling an operation of the stacked semicon-
ductor device 100 or data which is to be processed by the
stacked semiconductor device 100 (200 or 300). The input
device 450 may be implemented using a keypad, a keyboard,
a pointing device such as a touch pad or a computer mouse,
etc.

The stacked semiconductor device 100, 200, 300 may con-
trol an operation of the display 430 so that data output from
the MC 420, data output from the radio transceiver 440,
and/or data output from the input device 450 may be dis-
played on the display 430. In one or more embodiments, the
MC 420 capable of controlling the operation of the memory
device 410 may be implemented using a part of the stacked
semiconductor device 100. In one or more embodiments, the
MC 420 may be implemented by using a chip that is separate
from the stacked semiconductor device 100.

FIG. 8 illustrates a block diagram of another exemplary
embodiment of a computer system 500 including the stacked
semiconductor device 100, 200, 300 illustrated in FIG. 1, 5 or
6. Referring to FIG. 8, the computer system 500 including the
stacked semiconductor device 100, 200, 300 may be a per-
sonal computer (PC), a network server, a tablet computer, a
net-book, an e-reader, a PDA, a portable multimedia player
(PMP), an MP3 player, an MP4 player, etc.

The computer system 500 may include the stacked semi-
conductor device 100, 200, 300, a memory device 510, an MC
520 capable of controlling a data processing operation of the
memory device 510, a display 530, and an input device 540.

The stacked semiconductor device 100, 200, 300 may dis-
play the data stored in the memory device 510 on the display
530 according to data input from by the input device 540. For
example, the input device 540 may be a keypad, a keyboard,
or a pointing device such as a touch pad or a computer mouse.
The stacked semiconductor device 100 may control an opera-
tion, e.g., an entire operation, ofthe computer system 500 and
an operation of the MC 520.

In one or more embodiments, the MC 520 capable of
controlling the operation of the memory device 510 may be a
part of the stacked semiconductor device 100. In one or more
embodiments, the MC 520 may be implemented using a chip
that is separate from the stacked semiconductor device 100,
200, 300.

FIG. 9 illustrates a block diagram of another exemplary
embodiment of a computer system 600 including the stacked
semiconductor device 100, 200, 300 illustrated in FIG. 1, 5 or
6. Referring to FIG. 9, the computer system 600 including the
stacked semiconductor device 100, 200, 300 may be an image
processing device, for example, a digital camera, a cellular
phone or a smart phone with the digital camera built therein,
etc.

The computer system 600 may include the stacked semi-
conductor device 100, 200, 300 a memory device 610, and an
MC 620 capable of controlling a data processing operation,
for example, a write operation or a read operation, of the
memory device 610. The computer system 600 may further
include an image sensor 630 and a display 640.

The image sensor 630 of the computer system 600 may
convert an optical image into digital signals, and the digital
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signals may be transmitted to the stacked semiconductor
device 100 or the MC 620. Under the control of the stacked
semiconductor device 100, 200, 300, the digital signals may
be displayed on the display 640 or transmitted to the memory
device 610 via the MC 620 and stored in the memory device
610. The data stored in the memory device 610 may be dis-
played on the display 640 under the control of the stacked
semiconductor device 100 or the MC 620. In one or more
embodiments, the MC 620 capable of controlling an opera-
tion of the memory device 610 may be implemented using a
part of the stacked semiconductor device 100, 200, 300. In
one or more embodiments, the MC 620 may be implemented
by using a chip that is separate from the stacked semiconduc-
tor device 100, 200, 300.

FIG. 10 illustrates a block diagram of another exemplary
embodiment of a computer system 700 including the stacked
semiconductor device 100, 200, 300 illustrated in FIG. 1, 5or
6. Referring to FIG. 10, the computer system 700 may include
a memory device 710 and the stacked semiconductor device
100, 200, 300 capable of controlling an operation of the
memory device 710. The memory device 710 may be imple-
mented using a non-volatile memory such as flash memory.
The computer system 700 may include a system memory 720,
a memory interface (I/F) 730, an error correction code (ECC)
block 740, and a host I/F 750.

The computer system 700 may include a system memory
720 capable of being used as an operation memory of the
stacked semiconductor device 100. The system memory 720
may be implemented using a non-volatile memory such as
read only memory (ROM), a volatile memory such as static
random access memory (SRAM), etc.

A host (not shown) connected to the computer system 700
may transmit data to or receive the data from the memory
device 710 via the memory I/F 730 and the host I/F 750.

Under the control of the stacked semiconductor device
100, 200, 300, the ECC block 740 may detect and correct an
error bit included in the data output from the memory device
710 via the memory I/F 730 and may transmit error-corrected
data being a result of the error correction to the host via the
host I/F 750. The stacked semiconductor device 100 may
control data exchange between the memory I/F 730, the ECC
block 740, the host I/F 750, and the system memory device
720 via a bus 770. The computer system 700 may be imple-
mented using a flash memory derive, a Universal Serial Bus
(USB) memory drive, an InterChip (IC)-USB memory drive,
or a memory stick.

FIG. 11 illustrates a block diagram of another exemplary
embodiment of a computer system 800 including the stacked
semiconductor device 100, 200, 300 illustrated in F1G. 1, 5, or
6. Referring to FIG. 11, the computer system 800 including
the stacked semiconductor device 100, 200, 300 may be a host
computer, a memory card, or a smart card, etc. The computer
system 800 may include a host computer 810 and a memory
card 830.

The host computer 810 may include the stacked semicon-
ductor device 100, 200, 300 and a host I/F 820. The memory
card 830 may include a memory device 840, an MC 850, and
a card I/F 860. The MC 850 may control data exchange
between the memory device 840 and the card I/F 860. In one
ormore embodiments, the card I/F 860 may be a secure digital
(SD) card I/F or a multi-media card (MMC) I/F, but embodi-
ments are not limited thereto.

When the memory card 830 is inserted into the host com-
puter 810, the card I/F 860 may interface data exchange
between the stacked semiconductor device 100, 200, 300 and
the MC 850, according to the protocol of the stacked semi-
conductor device 100, 200, 300.
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In some embodiments, the card I/F 860 may supporta USB
protocol and an IC-USB protocol. A card I/F used herein may
denote hardware capable of supporting the protocols used by
the host computer 810, software built in the hardware, or a
signal transmission method.

When the computer system 800 is connected to the host I/F
820 of the host computer 810 such as a PC, a tablet PC, a
digital camera, a digital audio player, a mobile phone, consol
video game hardware, or a digital set-top box, the host I/'F 820
may transmit or receive the data stored in the memory device
840 via the card I/F 860 and the MC 850 under the control of
the stacked semiconductor device 100, 200, 300.

In general, a performance of a microprocessor depends on
the number of cores and the memory capacity or memory size
of'a cache. In general, if the number of cores is increased or
the memory capacity or memory size of the cache is increased
in order to improve the performance of the microprocessor,
the chip size of the microprocessor increases, leading to an
increase in the price of the microprocessor.

In one or more embodiments, a microprocessor may not
include a cache in order to increase productivity of the micro-
processor. A Level-1 (L1) cache may be stacked on an upper
surface of the microprocessor. The L1 cache may be con-
nected to the microprocessor via an electrical vertical ele-
ment, e.g., Through Silicon Vias (TSVs). A Level-2 (L2)
cache may be stacked on an upper surface of the L1 cache. A
memory controller (MC) for controlling the .2 cache may be
disposed on the chip where the L1 cache is disposed. Accord-
ingly, in one or more embodiments, a stacked semiconductor
device may be provided having a larger sized cache without
increasing a chip area of a microprocessor.

A stacked semiconductor device according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention may increase the size of a cache
or a system memory without increasing the chip area of a
MiCroprocessor.

Example embodiments have been disclosed herein, and
although specific terms are employed, they are used and are to
be interpreted in a generic and descriptive sense only and not
for purpose of limitation. Accordingly, it will be understood
by those of skill in the art that various changes in form and
details may be made without departing from the spirit and
scope of the present invention as set forth in the following
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A stacked semiconductor device, comprising:

a first chip including a cache-less microprocessor;

a second chip positioned on the first chip, the second chip
being connected to a plurality of first penetration elec-
trodes, and the second chip including a first memory and
amemory controller that are each to be controlled by the
first chip; and

a first layer including a second memory positioned on the
second chip, the second memory being connected to a
plurality of second penetration electrodes, and being
controlled by the memory controller, wherein data
stored in the first memory are accessed by the cache-less
microprocessor directly, and data stored in the second
memory are accessed by the cache-less microprocessor
via the memory controller.

2. The stacked semiconductor device as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the first memory includes an [.1 cache, and the sec-
ond memory includes an [.2 cache.

3. The stacked semiconductor device as claimed in claim 2,
wherein

the cache-less microprocessor includes a plurality of cores,
and
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wherein the first memory includes a plurality of L1 core
caches respectively connected to the plurality of cores
and/or the plurality of first penetration electrodes via the
first penetration electrodes.

4. The stacked semiconductor device as claimed in claim 1,

wherein the first memory includes a cache.

5. The stacked semiconductor device as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the second memory includes a system memory.

6. The stacked semiconductor device as claimed in claim 1,
further comprising a second layer including a third memory
on the first layer including the second memory, the second
layer including the third memory to be controlled by the
memory controller via a plurality of third penetration elec-
trodes.

7. The stacked semiconductor device as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the stacked semiconductor device is a smart phone or
a solid state drive (SSD).

8. A stacked semiconductor device comprising:

a first chip;

a second chip positioned on the first chip, the second chip
being connected to a plurality of first penetration elec-
trodes, and the second chip including a first memory and
amemory controller that are each to be controlled by the
first chip;

a second memory positioned on the second chip, the sec-
ond memory being connected to a plurality of second
penetration electrodes, and being controlled by the
memory controller;

a third memory to be controlled by the memory controller
via a plurality of third penetration electrodes, wherein:

the third memory includes a flash memory and a solid state
drive (SSD) controller to control the flash memory, and

the memory controller is to control the SSD controller via
the plurality of third penetration electrodes.
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9. A stacked semiconductor device, comprising:

a stacked structure including a first chip, a second chip, a
stack memory, and a plurality of penetration electrodes
connecting corresponding overlapping portions of the
first chip, the second chip and/or the stack memory to
each other, wherein the second chip is stacked between
the first chip and the stack memory in the stacked struc-
ture and wherein:

the first chip includes a memory controller,

the second chip includes a memory and a stack memory
controller, the memory to be controlled by the memory
controller of the first chip and the stack memory control-
ler to control the stack memory via a corresponding one
of the plurality of penetration electrodes, wherein the
second chip is different from a core chip and wherein the
stack memory excludes a memory controller.

10. The stacked semiconductor device as claimed in claim

9, wherein a first group of the plurality of penetration elec-
trodes extend across the second chip and a second group of
the plurality of penetration electrodes extend across the stack
memory.

11. The stacked semiconductor device as claimed in claim
10, wherein the plurality of penetration electrodes connect to
corresponding ones of a plurality of conductive microbumps
respectively arranged between and electrically connected to
corresponding portions of the first chip and/or corresponding
ones of the plurality of first and second penetration elec-
trodes.

12. The stacked semiconductor device as claimed in claim
11, wherein conductive wires on a surface of the first chip are
electrically connected to respective ones of the conductive
microbumps arranged on corresponding portions of the sur-
face of the first chip.



